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A Guided reading lesson format /
template was used to promote the use of
various types of questions by using
Bloom’s Taxonomy, as a reference.
Reading comprehension strategies
(questioning skills) were used by
teachers to facilitate students’ reading
and decoding abilities. Picture cues
were used by teachers. (Visuals are very
important in helping weaker students to
make sense of the book and understand
its context). Higher order thinking
questions were used by teachers to
promote critical thinking skills because
these types of questions expect students

12




to apply, analyze, synthesize, and
evaluate information instead of simply
recalling facts.

® 12.5% of students advance one reading
level by the end of the academic year.

® 36.7% of students advance two reading
level. The target of 70% P.2-P.6 students
achieve two reading level advance or
more over the academic year was met.

® 16.7% of students advance three reading
level by the end of the academic year.

® No change was seen in a minority
number of students (12.5%) by the end
of the academic year. (See Appendix 2)

Suggestions :
® The language features or text types

should be linked with G.E.(General
English)

® \ery weak students should be benefited
by reading aloud.

® In the pre-reading stage, HFWs (high
frequency words) should be practiced
by the students.

® Pre-reading stage was instructed not to
be too long as the reading part was very

13




important.

Because of time constraints, 1-2 words
should be suggested and be used by
teachers.

Evaluating, creating, inferring,
analyzing, contrasting, application type
questions are teaching strategies for
higher level readers.
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Mid- Level students
are able to provide
some brief ideas
and communicate
ideas quite clearly
in their writings.
Higher level
students are able to
provide ideas with
supporting details
and communicate
ideas clearly in their
writings.
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® Graded writing worksheet for each
module have been done.

P.1-3

® Students who started P.1 had very
different academic and social
backgrounds.

® EveninP.1, differences in the speed of
language acquisition was evident,
therefore support for weaker students
was vital to prevent increasing ability
gap.

® Consolidation and reuse of language
items were useful.

® Differentiation was very important for
all grades, e.g. varied task demand and
highlighted tenses to help weaker
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students.

® | anguage focus was heavily linked to
the text book for consistency.

® Real life contexts gave the content more
meaning and made it more practical /
useful.

® Students had an understanding of most
text features.

® Students had an understanding of basic
punctuation e.g. capitalization and full
stops.

® The basic structures of writing were
taught e.g. sentences and paragraphs, to
prepare the students for KS2.

P.4-6

® Students expanded their writing skills
by learning about its processes e.g.
editing and publishing.

® Students used strategies such as mind
maps and brainstorms to help prepare
them. This also encouraged cooperative
learning.

®  Sentences stretchers were useful for
higher level students. This enabled
many students to exceed the word
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count.

® Different word limits were used to cater
for leaner diversity.

® Sometimes a defined topic can be a
challenge for students as very specific
answers are needed.

® [Focused marking could be used more
often, particularly for weaker students.

® Guidelines around paragraphs was very
helpful for students.

® Themes relating to the text were used for
consistency. Students could then use the
text book as a resource/word bank.

® Students progressed to become more
independent writers.

ot 2 E 3k ¢

® Limited vocabulary is holding back the
level of writing of students. Teachers
should enrich the students’ vocabulary
by adding the vocabulary part of the
existing worksheet the following year.
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1.3.1 Split-class arrangement
»  Build a support team (including the panel, the vice panel
and the NET)

»  Grading P.6 students into three classes

® Air Force class (more able students), Land Force
class(average students),Sea Force Class (Less able
students)

Teacher in Air Force
class(more able
students) is able to
use more activities
that promote higher
order thinking skills.

Lesson
observation
Students’ work
Teacher’s
reflection

The English support group, (including
the panel, the vice panel and the NET)
was formed. To evaluate the writing of
three classes students, the

teachers came together to share
teaching strategies.

Class Splitting arrangement

All of the students in Air Force class
have shown good success in their
academic achievements. In the 2nd
term’s final exam, 52% of students got
grade A, 40% students got grade B, 8%
got grade C. Comparing the final exam
and the second term results, 80% of
students in Air Force class have
improved. (see Appendix 3). An
observation from the Air Force Class
teacher’s reflection was that
cooperative learning is a key element
of success. More positive learning
attitudes were observed in cooperative
learning and helped students to finish
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tasks. Good leadership skills, higher
self-esteem and fewer aggressive
behaviours were displayed by more
abled students.

Comparing the final exam with the
second term test results, 94.1% of
students in Land force Class improved
their academic result in the second
term exam. (see Appendix 4).
Dictations on vocabulary to be used in
exams/tests helped students do better
in the exam. Many students in Land
Force Class improved in their writing,
especially the content. An observation
from the Land Force Class teacher’s
reflection was that playing games and
drilling helped the students learn
effectively.

91% of the students in Sea Force class
got a better academic result in the 2nd
term exam compared with their 2nd
term tests (see Appendix 5). Most of
them felt more confident than before.
The learning motivation and writing
skills were also improved as all the
students have tried very hard to finish
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all the questions. Furthermore, some of
them could write a longer passage with
paragraphs in the writing part. Thus,
most of them have shown positive
learning attitudes.

For the Air Force class, the teacher had
set higher requirements for students
when doing their English tasks. Most
of the students did great works with
lots of appropriate supporting details.
Generally, their works were of a good
standard. Content was adequate and the
use of all the picture cues was done
very well. Each picture was given a
logical answer and was explained with
a good flow. Most pieces were very
well written with only minor errors
throughout. Great efforts had been
placed into the pieces of works and
they were also interesting. Numerous
supporting details were provided by
the students. Their sentence structures
were also consistently well organized.
To promote higher-order thinking
skills, many different activities were
used by the teacher in Air Force class.
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Reading strategies were also taught by
the teacher. To interpret unknown
words, the students had used learnt
methods. Before reading the passages,
the students would guess the meaning.
For example, the text was reread by
students to search for contextual cues
from a picture or another text feature.

Suggestions:

® To continue with the ‘split-class’
arrangement for P.5 as it will provide
greater support for all learners and
reduces the teacher to student ratio.
The reduced class size will help
facilitate a better learning experience
and should make behaviour
management smoother. Some of the
higher levels students can be
accelerated. Throughout the year, we
will always reuse learnt vocabulary in
different contexts and new topics. Peer
correction will be encouraged along
with cooperative learning.
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Reading level increase for Primary 2 to Primary 6 in the 2017-18 academic
year. (240 stduents tested in total)

No level increase 0.5 level increase 1 level increase 2 level increase 3 level increase 4 level increase 5 ormore level
(30 students) {10 students) (30 students) (88 students) (40 students) (24 students) increase
(18 students)

m Reading level increase for Primary 2 to Primary 6 in the 2017-18 academic year. (240 stduents tested in total)
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Air Force Class 2" term Test 2" term Exam _
Comparison
Student Score Grade Score Grade

1. 53 D 64 C +11

2. 62 C 78 B +16

3. 45 D 63 B +18

4, 43 D 58 D +15

5. 32 D 50 D +18

6. 48 D 63 B +15

7. 49 D 66 B +17

8. 42 D 58 D +16

0. 29 E 56 D +27

10. 45 D 56 D +11

11. 52 D 69 C +17

12. 40 D 53 D +13

13. 47 D 73 C +26

14. 20 E 35 D +15

15. 39 D 37 D -2

16. 14 E 23 E +9

17. 32 D 41 D +9
Grade A B C D E
2" term Test 0% 0% 6% 76.4% 17.6%
2" term Exam 0% 23.5% 17.6% 52.9% 6%
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Land Force Class 2" term Test 2" term Exam )
Comparison
Student Score Grade Score Grade

18. 53 D 64 C +11

19. 62 C 78 B +16

20. 45 D 63 B +18

21. 43 D 58 D +15

22. 32 D 50 D +18

23. 48 D 63 B +15

24. 49 D 66 B +17

25. 42 D 58 D +16

26. 29 E 56 D +27

27. 45 D 56 D +11

28. 52 D 69 C +17

29. 40 D 53 D +13

30. 47 D 73 C +26

31. 20 E 35 D +15

32. 39 D 37 D -2

33. 14 E 23 E +9

34, 32 D 41 D +9
Grade A B C D E
2" term Test 0% 0% 6% 76.4% 17.6%
2"dterm Exam 0% 23.5% 17.6% 52.9% 6%
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Sea Force Class 2" term Test 2" term Exam
Comparison
Student Score Grade Score Grade

1 26 E 54 D +28

2 18 E 4] D +23

3 17 E 18 E +1

4 11 E 27 E +16

5 5 E 28 E +23

6 21 E 21 E 0

7 6 E 15 E +9

8 7 E 11 E +4

9 13 E 38 D +25

10 12 E 15 E +3

11 16 E 30 D +14
Grade A B C D E
2" term Test 0% 0% 0% 0% 100%
2" term Exam 0% 0% 0% 36.4% 63.6%
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